esp@cenet - Document Bibliography and Aostract 



1/1 — v 



LOW-LOAD COMMUNICATION PRINTER 



Patent Number: 



JP1 0275063 
1998-10-13 



Publication date: 

Inventor(s): 

Applicant(s): 



MURAOKA RINTAROU 
NEC CORP 



Requested Patent: □ jp 10 275063 
Application Number: JP1 9970095298 19970328 
Priority Number(s): 

IPC Classification: G06F3/12; B41J29/38; G06F13/00 

EC Classification: 

Equivalents: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a communication printer device which 
lightens the load on a network by decreasing the frequency of data transfer on the 
network. 

SOLUTION: Terminals 3 connected to the network, the printer device 2, and a print 
server 1 which controls print requests to the printer device 2 are provided and when a 
print request is generated on a terminal, the terminal 3 stores print data in a specific 
storage area 6 in itself temporarily without transferring the data to the print server 
through the network, and transfers only print request information to the print server 1 ; 
and the print server 1 manages the print request information, monitors the state of 
the printer device 2, and sends information regarding the print request to the printer 
device 2 when the printer device 2 is ready for printing and the printer device 2 
having received the information receives the print data from the storage area of the 
terminal 3 discriminated according to this information and prints the data. 
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(12) Publication of Unexamined Patent Applications 

(11) Publication No. 10-275063 

(43) Date published: October 13, 1998 

(54) Title of the Invention: Low-Load Communications Printer 
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A printer device connected to a network along with a terminal and a printer server: 
wherein when a print request is generated at said terminal, said terminal temporarily 

stores printing data in a predetermined storage area of said terminal itself, and only 
information concerning said print request is transferred to and managed by said print server 
that controls print requests to said printer device via said network: and 

wherein upon receipt of said print request information sent by said print server, said 
printer device reads and prints the printing data out of said storage area of the terminal 
identified by said print request information through said network. 

2. The printer device of Claim 1, wherein said print server includes a means for managing 
a queue of said print request information, and said print server monitors said printer device 
and sends said print request information from said queue to said printer device when said 
printer device is available for printing. 

3 A control method for a communications printer comprising: 

one or more of terminals, a printer device, and a print server that controls print 
requests to said printer device, which are connected to a network; 

wherein when a print request is generated at said terminal, said terminal temporarily 
stores printing data in a predetermined storage area of said terminal itself without 
transferring the printing data to said print server through said network and only transfers 
information concerning said print request to said print server through the network, the print 
request information being managed at said print server; 

wherein said print server monitors status of said printer device and sends said print 



request information to said printer device when said printer device is available for printing; 
and 

wherein said printer device that has received said information reads and prints said 
printing data out of said storage area of the terminal identified by said information. 
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